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ALLAN CLASSEN

The path to 
approval of a 
Multnomah Ath-

letic Club parking 
facility and apart-
ment building grew 
longer and more 
complicated last 
month as City Coun-
cil postponed further 
deliberation until 
Nov. 20 (2 p.m.).

Issues raised at 
an Oct. 1 public 
hearing had council 
members asking for 
more information 
as they consider a 
request to convert 
residentially zoned 
Block 7 into a com-
mercial designa-
tion. 

The Multnomah 
Athletic Club and 
development part-
ner Mill Creek Resi-
dential Trust intend 
to build a seven-
story apartment 
building with four 

levels of underground parking, 
the bottom two of which will 
be for MAC members. The 225 
MAC parking stalls would be 
accessed through a tunnel from 
the club’s main parking garage 
immediately north. The struc-
ture will also have 14-16 motel 
units for MAC visitors.

The zone change is compli-
cated by the fact that the city’s 
long-range Comprehensive 
Plan calls for residential use on 
the block, which is bounded by 
Southwest 19th, 20th, Main and 
Madison streets. All amend-
ments to the Comprehensive 
Plan map require City Council 
approval.

The council could have relied 
on a city Hearings Officer deci-
sion in July in support of the 
rezoning.

But Jennifer Bragar, attorney 
for Friends of Goose Hollow, a 
group formed by neighborhood 
residents to challenge the proj-
ect, introduced evidence that 
had council members seeking 
more time to absorb legal inter-
pretations.

“The record contains numer-
ous letters from the applicants’ 
legal counsel and other MAC 
representatives that the MAC 
would abide by the master plan 
for development of Block 7,” she 
said. “Now, conveniently, the 
MAC claims the master plan no 
longer applies.”

Bragar said a 1993 MAC 
master plan prohibiting club 
parking facilities south of Main 
Street was not voided by a 1995 
zoning decision, as Hearings 

Officer Kenneth Helm and city 
staff asserted.

The city code used to jus-
tify this interpretation refers to 
removing restrictions tied to 
earlier city approvals but does 
not apply to master plans, she 
said.

Bragar also attacked the 
MAC’s transportation study for 
failing to consider the impact of 
adding vehicle trips associated 
with the proposed underground 
parking and motel units—added 
trips that may push already con-
gested intersections into failure.

MAC’s contention that more 
parking stalls will draw no more 
vehicle trips was challenged by 
Bragar and several neighbors.

“As a result of more park-
ing availability, members that 
would otherwise choose not to 
drive will now opt to drive,” she 
said.

Many opponents of the pro-
posal described the increasing 
array of special events in which 
nonmember groups rent MAC 
facilities.

“The MAC never provided 
information about the extent of 
special events held at its facili-
ties and the impact on traffic 
and parking demand,” said 
Bragar. “These uses exceed a 
sports club use and allow the 
MAC to behave like a conven-
tion center, [while] the city has 
never conditioned the number 
of events to alleviate traffic and 
parking impacts on the neigh-
borhood.”■

Tom Milne, secretary-treasurer of Friends of Goose Hollow, was one of about 
30 citizens who testified against the Block 7 proposal. Photo by Vadim Makoyed

City Council postpones 
decision on Block 7
Councilors must decide if 1995 zone change wiped  
out earlier agreement to not seek additional parking.
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